






Dear Doctor Murphy; 

Some years ago I entertained the thought 
that I might shortly write a few notes on happenings during 
a collecting trip to the South Seas. Some ye^rs have passed 
and the notes are no farther advanced. Seeing in the Annual 
Report of the Museum recently that you were engaged in 
work on Petrels and Oceans if thought it likely you would 
derive more profit from the log of the schooner France in 
the next few years than I would therefore I take pleasure in 
mailing to you the Captains log during the time I was aboard 
When I finally get this fig orchard to bearing a 
decidedly better grade of figs than it haB so far yielded 
I may really turn the old time thought into action and 
might ask for the loan of the logbook for a brief period. 

Sincerely, '/] M—rfZ-ec/l 


■uf ■ 
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Rollo Howard Back, Esq. 

Planada 

Her cad County, California 
Dear Hr. 3eck: 

It was vary pleasant to receive this morning your nfcte 
dated December 5 and the two log books of the ’France' which 
arrived by express a few minutes later. These are sure to 
be very interesting and I shall go through them with a fine 
toothed comb oefore I complete my manuscript on the petrels 
and albatrosses. The latter work is well under nay though 
there is still a great deal to do. 


Let me know whenever you would like to see the books 
again and 1 shall forward them promptly. 

Only recently 1 returned from a voyage along the little- 
known Pacific coast of Colomjia. I really learned a great 
deal, but for unending discomfort and the constant threat of 
disaster, it was probably the peer of some of your worst days 
at seal 1 expected to have a 90-foot diesel cruiser, but she 
broke down and 1 had to make a voyage of more than a thousand 
miles against unceasing headwinds in a 33-foot gasoline launch. 
The ports were far apart, the charts poor, and the weather hor- 
rible, but we came through alive and with a fine lot of data. 
1*11 send you a report on it in due course. Between us, you 
and I have now pretty well cleaned up the coast of South America. 

With best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to you and Mrs. Beck, in which Mrs. Murphy would* want to 
be included, I am 

Yours sincerely, 


RCM:RC 
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